
FCA UAW and salaried employees from the Mack Engine 
Plant (MEP) distributed holiday gifts to 350 underserved stu-
dents at Timbuktu Academy on Thursday, December 17, 2015, 
located at 10800 E. Canfield St., Detroit, Michigan, 48214. 

Timbuktu Community Services (TCS) began a drive to pro-
vide holiday gifts to the students of Timbuktu Academy and 
solicited assistance from the FCA Mack Engine Plant located 
at 4000 St. Jean Street.  Through Lisa Donaldson, Manufac-
turing Quality Assurance Manager, the plant accepted the re-
quest and used their annual “Giving Trees” to cascade each 
student’s information to employees.

Needless to say TCS members were overwhelmed with 
emotion when told that all 350 students were adopted by the 
FCA Mack Engine Plant employees.  Representatives from the 
plant came to the school to distribute the gifts, take pictures, 
and watch the excitement on the children’s faces.

Every student received a gift valued between $25 and 
$100+.  The gifts included toys, bicycles, and electronics.  
Among the gifts MEP delivered, they gave every middle school 
student a personal tablet, and every 5th and 6th grader each 
received MP3 players with music gift cards.

Lisa Donaldson commented “The employees really under-
stand the true meaning of the holidays and came together to 
make sure that every student received a gift.  There was so 
much excitement at the plant and people just continued to 
give and give to make this a reality for these young people.  
We are so pleased with our efforts, and so proud of our em-
ployees.”  The school principal, Cha-Rhonda Edgerson said 
that this was the first hosted an event of this type at the school, 
and the children were so excited they could not stop talking 
about it when they returned after the holidays.

TSC Board Chairperson, Lorine Mays-Parker stated that 
“These wonderful students work hard despite many of their 
circumstances. We are constantly seeking ways to encour-
age our young people and to add joy to their lives, especial-
ly during this time of year.  This generous gesture not only 
brought smiles to their faces, but will leave a lasting imprint on 
their hearts helping them to understand that they are a part of 
the greater world, and there are people that care about them 
and their success. We can’t thank the employees at FCA Mack 
Engine Plant enough for their thoughtfulness and generosity”.

In addition to this effort, the TSC board members adopted 
30 families and 60 children that reside in local homeless shel-
ters and provided them with toys and clothing at a school din-

ner attended by them and their family members.  The children 
were so delighted to receive gifts on their wish list. Many of the 
parents said that if not for this event their children would not 
have had a Christmas.

Timbuktu Community Services is a 501c3 organization 
committed to assisting Timbuktu Academy and the communi-
ty in providing a quality education for all students. 

About Timbuktu Academy 

Timbuktu Academy is a K-8, DPS chartered school locat-
ed on Detroit’s eastside. The majority of students come from 
neighborhoods where there are as many vacant properties as 
occupied homes.   Timbuktu Academy has a 97% population 
rate of students eligible for free or reduced lunches. Over 70% 
of students are from single family homes and living below the 
property level. 
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